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INTRODUCTION 

This waste management plan has been drawn up in the context of Article 5.2.10.3. of the 

Flemish Regulation on the Sustainable Management of Material Cycles and Waste 

(VLAREMA) and in implementation of Article 5 of the Directive (EU) 2019/883 of the 

European Parliament and of the Council of 17 April 2019 on port reception facilities for the 

delivery of waste from ships, amending Directive 2010/65/EU and repealing Directive 

2000/59/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of the European Union of 27 

November 2000 on port reception facilities for ship-generated waste and cargo residues. 

Directive 2019/883 will be implemented on 1 January 2022 with the exception of the cost 

recovery provisions, which will be applied from 1 July 2022. 

Waste is generated aboard ships during their journey and at the port. After unloading cargo, 

some residues may remain. It is therefore important that there is the ability to deliver ship-

generated waste and cargo residues at ports of call, so as to avoid the waste being 

discharged into the sea. 

The provisions of the Directive and the VLAREMA require seaports to draw up a waste 

management plan appraising the needs for port reception facilities for ship-generated 

waste and cargo residues from seagoing ships normally visiting their port. The plan must 

show that these needs are being met. Ports are required to develop a financial system 

under which each seagoing ship calling at a port contributes to the cost of the port 

reception facilities, while encouraging the use of these port reception facilities. They 

oversee a good service for the vessel and attempt to keep administration for the vessel 

and its crew to a strict minimum.  
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1. GENERAL INFORMATION ON THE PORT 

OF ANTWERP 

1.1. Legal status 

1.1.1 Antwerp Port Authority 

  

The Antwerp Port Authority is a limited liability company of public law, hereinafter referred 

to as the Port Authority. This was decided by the Municipal Council of the City of Antwerp in 

its decision of 26 October 2015. 

1.1.2  Port management powers 

 

As from 1 January 1997, the City of Antwerp transferred all port management powers with 

regard to the port of Antwerp to the Port Authority, with regard to both the Right and the 

Left Bank. The Act of 19 June 1978 on the management of the Left Bank area of Antwerp 

includes measures for the management and operation of the port of Antwerp. According to 

this Act, the responsibility of the management of the industrial sites and the 

industrialisation of the Left Bank area lies with the commissioning association, within the 

meaning of the decree on inter-municipal collaboration, “Port, Grounds and 

Industrialisation Policy for the Left Bank of the Scheldt Area Company”. The commission 

includes representatives from the Flemish Region, the Port Authority and the local 

representatives from the Left Bank. The sites located within the maritime zone of the port 

area of the Left Bank are managed and operated by Antwerp Port Authority. These sites are 

transferred and made available by the above-mentioned association that holds the 

assignment, at the request of the Port Authority. 

In addition, reference is also made to the decree of 2 March 1999 on the management 

and policy of seaports, which stipulates that the Flemish seaports exercise port 

management powers exclusively within their port area.  

1.1.3 The port area of the port of Antwerp 

The area defined in the Port Police Regulation and the Regional Spatial Implementation 

Plan.  

1.1.4 Responsible Port Authority 

 

Jacques Vandermeiren, Managing Director 

Antwerp Port Authority 

Port House, Zaha Hadidplein 1 

B-2030 Antwerp 

Tel.  +32 3 205 20 11 
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1.2. Business activities 

The Port Authority is responsible for the general operation of the port. In the Port Decree of 

2 March 1999, chapter II, section 1 articles 4 to 14 describe the port management powers. 

The Port Authority must ensure that the necessary and appropriate infrastructure is present 

at the port for the smooth handling of shipping and goods traffic and that a favourable 

socio-economic climate is created for the industrial and commercial companies that are 

active at the port or wish to establish themselves there. 

1.3. Geographical location  

Latitude:  51°14’N 

Longitude:  04°25’E 

1.3.1.  Plan  
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1.3.2. Location 

1. Upstream of the Scheldt, some 65 nautical miles from the North Sea pilot cutter at 

Ostend. 

2. The banks of the Scheldt are of exceptional natural value and are protected under the 

Birds and Habitats Directive. 

 

1.4. Commercial activities and goods handling in 2020 

maritime transshipment total (2020)                    231.0 mln tons 

  

liquid bulk                   69.0 mln tons 

dry bulk                   11.6 mln tons 

containers                  139.1 mln tons 

ro-ro (excluding containers)                       4.6 mln tons 

other breakbulk                 6.6 mln tons 

  

passengers 2020 (MORA Mobility Council) 

 

1,453 

 

 

1.5. Main categories of goods in 2020 (excluding 139.1 mln 

containers) 

vehicles (rolling stock) 3.9 mln tons 

dry bulk (coal, ores, fertilisers)  

                                                                             ores 1.3 mln tons 

                                                                             coal 1.2 mln tons 

cereals and fodder 0.2 mln tons 

fruit and vegetables 0.4 mln tons 

forest products 1.2 mln tons 

oil products 54.1 mln tons 

other liquid products 14.9 mln tons 

iron and steel 5.2 mln tons 

fertilisers 3.8 mln tons 

sand and gravel 1.1 mln tons 

non-ferrous metals 0.009 mln tons 
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1.6. Seagoing vessels calling in 2020 

seagoing ships calling by type Number GT 

   

bulk carriers 400 10,341,745 

ore-bulk-oil 7  399,218  

tankers 4,101  55,764,913 

gas tankers 931  8,123,362  

container ships 4,581  245,878,939 

breakbulk ships 2,284 12,981,754  

fruit ships 107  1,289,089  

ro-ro ships 1,157  58,745,399  

other 87  413,768  

total 13,655  393,938,187 
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2.  LEGAL FRAMEWORK  

The International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships of 1973 and its 

1978 Protocol (MARPOL) seek to regulate and reduce pollution from seagoing ships at sea. 

MARPOL contains 6 specific annexes. 

MARPOL distinguishes the following categories of wastes and residues originating from 

seagoing ships: Annex I (oily), Annex II (noxious liquid cargo), Annex III (packaged hazardous 

products) Annex IV (domestic sewage), Annex V (garbage) and Annex VI (ozone-depleting 

substances, washing water and residues from emission-reducing technologies, e.g. 

scrubber waste).  

In addition, there are regional conventions (e.g. HELCOM, OSPAR) and other European or 

national legislation and regulations that may affect the delivery, collection and treatment 

of ship-generated waste. In this context, reference may also be made to the provisions of 

the following Regulations:  

• Regulation (EC) No 1069/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 

21 October 2009 laying down health rules as regards animal by-products and 

derived products not intended for human consumption and repealing Regulation 

(EC) No 1774/2002.  

• Regulation (EU) No 142/2011 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 25 

February 2011 implementing Regulation (EC) No 1069/2009 of the European 

Parliament and of the Council laying down health rules as regards animal by-

products and derived products not intended for human consumption and 

implementing Council Directive 97/78/EC as regards certain samples and items 

exempt from veterinary checks at the border under that Directive  

 

These regulations apply to catering waste and cargo residues originating from means of 

transport operating internationally. 

The IMO Ballast Water Management Convention entered into force on 8 September 2017. 

The Directive (EU) 2019/883 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 April 

2019 on port reception facilities for the delivery of waste from ships, amending Directive 

2010/65/EU and repealing Directive 2000/59/EC has the same purpose as MARPOL, 

namely to protect the marine environment. The key principles of this directive are: 

- Each port shall ensure that adequate reception facilities are available for waste, 

including cargo residues, originating from ships normally visiting that port. 

- Each port must establish a waste management plan in consultation with all 

stakeholders, in particular with port users or their representatives and, where 

applicable, relevant local authorities, operators of port reception facilities, 

organisations implementing extended producer responsibility obligations and 

representatives of civil society. 

- Every seagoing ship must report the type and quantity of waste and cargo residues, 

including storage capacity and waste to be delivered, in a timely manner.  
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- All ships calling at a port must deliver their waste unless there is sufficient dedicated 

storage capacity for all waste remaining on board and waste that will be generated 

during the intended voyage of the ship to the next port of call, with the intention of 

delivering it to a port reception facility. 

- Upon delivery of the ship-generated waste, the operator of the port reception facility 

shall complete the waste delivery receipt and ensure that it is provided to the captain 

of the ship without undue delay. 

- All ships must contribute to the cost of the port reception facilities, including the 

treatment and disposal of ship-generated waste (other than cargo residues), 

regardless of their use. For MARPOL Annex V (excluding cargo residues), the indirect 

contribution must cover the full cost of the delivery. The level of the fee should be 

transparent, non-discriminatory and reflect the costs of using the port reception facility 

and the services provided. 

- Ships meeting the conditions regarding frequency of call, delivery regime and waste 

fee may be exempted from the obligations regarding notification, delivery and payment 

of the waste fee. 

- The parties involved shall exchange information about the delivery behaviour of ships 

so that targeted enforcement is possible. 

 

At the federal level, the EU Directive 2019/883 was transposed in Belgium via the Royal 

Decree of 4 June 2021 on waste from ships, amending the Royal Decree of 15 July 2020 

on environmentally friendly shipping.  

At the regional level, in Flanders, the Directive was transposed via the Decision of the 

Flemish Government establishing the Flemish Regulation on the Sustainable Management 

of Material Cycles and Waste (VLAREMA). The regulations on waste from seagoing vessels, 

among other things concerning the use of port reception facilities, the drawing up of waste 

management plans and the structure of the cost recovery system, are included in 

subsection 5.2.10 of the VLAREMA. 

At the local level, the (tariff) regulations apply. 
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3. DEFINITIONS USED IN THIS WASTE 

MANAGEMENT PLAN 

Advance waste notification: advance waste notification made by the captain in 

accordance with the obligations of Article 5.2.10.6 of the VLAREMA. 

ADN: European Agreement concerning the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by 

Inland Waterways, concluded in Geneva on 26 May 2000. 

ADR: European Agreement concerning the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by 

Road, concluded in Geneva on 30 September 1957. 

AFVALOPHALING: electronic web application through which the port reception facility must 

report the quantities of waste collected per seagoing vessel to the Port Authority. 

Ship-generated waste: all waste, including cargo residues, which is generated during the 

service of a ship or during loading, unloading and cleaning operations and which falls within 

the scope of Annexes I, II, IV, V and VI to MARPOL Convention, as well as passively fished 

waste. 

Waste receipt: the document that will be drawn up by the port in accordance with Article 

5.2.10.7, §2 of the VLAREMA and that will be provided to the captain of the ship without undue 

delay. The waste receipt will be established on the basis of the data relating to waste collection 

reported by the port reception facility in the Port Authority's WASTE RECEPTION electronic web 

application. 

APICS: Antwerp Port Information and Control System, port information system in Antwerp 

used to monitor vessel traffic to, from and within the port area, tug operations, lock 

scheduling, berth management, cargo handling and registration of dangerous goods. 

Direct financing: the direct charging of the costs, not covered by the indirect contribution, 

linked to the reception of waste by the port reception facility to the shipowner, the owner, 

the charterer, the time charterer, the captain or the agent acting for one of them. 

 

Financial compensation: the compensation granted by the port authority to the port 

reception facility covering part or all of the collection and processing costs of the waste 

delivered. This financial compensation depends on the nature and volume of the collected 

ship’s waste. 

Frequent port calls: means visits by a ship to the same port taking place at least once a 

fortnight. 

Port: a place or a geographical area made up of such improvement works and equipment 

designed principally to permit the reception of ships, including the anchorage area within 

the jurisdiction of the port. 
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Port Authority: Havenbedrijf Antwerpen NV, limited liability company of public law 

Port reception facility: any facility which is fixed, floating or mobile and capable of providing 

the service of receiving the waste from ships. 

Identification form: document provided by the port reception facility to the captain of the 

ship after collection of waste and containing data in accordance with Article 6.1.1.2 of the 

VLAREMA. 

Indirect fee: fee paid for the provision of services by port reception facilities, whether or not 

waste is actually delivered from ships. 

Short sea shipping: The ports of Gibraltar in the south to the Gulf of Yenisei in the north, 

including the ports of Great Britain, Ireland, Iceland and Greenland. A ship is considered to 

be sailing in the short sea shipping area when both its destination and origin are located in 

this shipping area. 

 
Cargo residues: the remnants of any cargo material on board which remain on the deck or 

in holds or tanks following loading and unloading, including loading and unloading excess 

or spillage, whether in wet or dry condition or entrained in wash-water, excluding cargo dust 

remaining on the deck after sweeping or dust of the external surfaces of the ship. 

MARPOL: the International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships, in its up-

to-date version. 

Notification: notification made by the port reception facility of the nature and quantities of 

waste collected from ships for an individual ship. 

Normal working hours: Monday to Friday from 6am to 10pm. 

Oily waste (MARPOL Annex I): includes sludge, bilge water, ballast water and contaminated 

ballast and washing water originating from the cleaning of cargo holds and tanks. 

OVAM: Openbare Vlaamse Afvalstoffen Maatschappij Stationsstraat 110, 2800 Mechelen.  

Recreational craft: a ship of any type, with a hull length of 2,5 metres or more, regardless 

of the means of propulsion, intended for sports or leisure purposes, and not engaged in 

trade. 

Shipping agent: the person who acts on behalf of the shipping company or the captain of a 

seagoing vessel. 

Ship's garbage: all types of waste, domestic and operational, all plastics, cooking oil, fishing 

gear and animal carcasses originating from the normal operation of the ship and which 

must be permanently or periodically removed, with the exception of cargo residues, waste 

containing asbestos, waste originating from fumigation and the substances described or 

mentioned in Annexes other than MARPOL Annex V. 
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Sufficient storage capacity: enough capacity to store the waste on board from the 

moment of departure until the next port of call, including the waste that is likely to be 

generated during the voyage. 

Traditional ships: all kinds of historical ships and their replicas including those 

designed to encourage and promote traditional skills and seamanship, that together 

serve as living cultural monuments, operated according to traditional principles of 

seamanship and technique. 

Fishing vessel: any ship equipped or used commercially for catching fish or other living 

resources from the sea. 

Seagoing vessel: any seagoing vessel of any type operating in the marine environment, 

including fishing vessels, recreational craft, hydrofoil boats, air-cushion craft, submersibles 

and floating craft. 
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4. THE ADVANCE WASTE NOTIFICATION 

4.1. Captain's responsibilities 

The captain of a ship bound for the port of Antwerp completes the advance waste 

notification form truthfully and accurately and provides this information before their arrival 

at the port, either via their shipping agent or their representative at the port, or directly to 

the Port Authority. 

A model for the advance waste notification form can be found in annex 5.2.10.A of the 

VLAREMA or in annex 1 of this waste management plan. 

4.2. Responsibilities of shipping agent / representative at the 

port 

The shipping agent or representative who receives the completed advance waste 

notification from the captain is obliged to submit it to the Port Authority unaltered.  

Advance waste notifications to the Port Authority must be made through APICS. 

4.3. Advance waste notification procedure 

The advance waste notification must reach the Port Authority: 

- at least 24 hours prior to the ship's arrival at the port, if the port of call is known 

at that time;  

or 

- as soon as the port of call is known, if the information is available less than 24 

hours before the ship arrives at the port;  

or 

- at the latest upon the ship's departure from the previous port, if the duration of 

the voyage takes less than 24 hours. 

 

The captain must keep the information provided on board their ship and make it available 

to the authorities of that Member State at least until the next port of call.  
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4.4. Exemption from advance waste notification 

The following ships are exempted from advance waste notification: 

Ships falling outside the scope of Directive 2019/883/EU: 

- warships, naval auxiliaries and other government-owned or operated vessels that are 

being used, at that time, solely on a non-commercial basis by the government; 

- ships providing port services within the meaning of Article 1(2) of Regulation (EU) 

2017/352 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 February 2017 

establishing a framework for the provision of port services and common rules on port 

transparency; 

Ships falling outside the scope of Directive 2002/59/EC: 

- warships, other naval vessels or other ships owned or operated by a Member State and 

used for non-commercial public service; 

- fishing vessels, traditional vessels and recreational craft with a length of less than 45 

metres;  

- seagoing vessels of less than 300 gross tons; 

- bunker vessels up to 5,000 tons, ship's stores and ship's equipment; 

Other ships: 

- any vessel without its own means of propulsion and without a fixed mechanical 

installation, such as an (empty) pontoon; 

- vessels that have an exemption from the OVAM (see also 7.4. in this plan). 

4.5. SafeSeaNet (SSN) message 

SafeSeaNet is a European Maritime Information Network. It exchanges harmonised and 

standardised maritime information. SSN is managed by the European Maritime Safety 

Agency (EMSA). One important objective of SSN is to harmonise and simplify the reporting 

required of ships. The use of SSN for the advance waste notifications is required by the 

provisions of Art 12.3 of the EU Directive 2019/883.  

 

Ships calling at the Port of Antwerp must provide all required information about the waste 

they are carrying in APICS. APICS transfers these data to the Belgian SSN system, which 

takes care of the further processing at the European level. The Shipping Assistance Division 

of the Federal Public Service Mobility and Transport is the National Competent Authority 

(NCA) for SSN in Belgium.  
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5. THE PORT RECEPTION FACILITIES  

5.1. Applicable legislation and formalities for delivery in 

Flanders 

The Flemish regulations on the collection and processing of waste materials are gathered 

together in the decree on sustainable management of material cycles and waste materials 

(Materials Decree) and the Flemish Regulation on sustainable management of Material 

Cycles and Waste Materials (VLAREMA).  

5.1.1. Decree on sustainable management of material cycles and waste materials  

This decree forms the legal basis for all waste legislation in Flanders. 

It includes an overview of definitions, the classification into household and industrial waste 

substances and hazardous and special waste, and the general objectives and principles of 

the Flemish waste policy. 

5.1.2. Flemish Regulations on sustainable management of Material Cycles and Waste 

Materials 

The VLAREMA implements many provisions of the decree. The provisions on shipping 

waste are also included: 

Subsection 5.2.10. “waste from seagoing vessels” 

- art. 5.2.10.1.: scope 

- art. 5.2.10.2.: availability and adequacy of port reception facilities 

- art. 5.2.10.3.: waste reception and handling plan for ship-generated waste 

- art. 5.2.10.4.: approval procedure for the waste reception and handling plan for ship-

generated waste 

- art. 5.2.10.5.: provision of information 

- art. 5.2.10.6.: advance waste notification 

- art. 5.2.10.7.: delivery obligation for ship-generated waste 

- art. 5.2.10.8.: cost recovery system 

- art. 5.2.10.9.: exemptions 

- art. 5.2.10.9/1: training requirements 

Annex 5.2.10.A: advance waste notification form 

Annex 5.2.10.B: standard format for the waste receipt 

Annex 5.2.10.C: categories of costs and net revenues related to the operation and 

administration of port reception facilities 

Annex 5.2.10.D: exemption certificate  
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5.2. Registered and licensed port reception facilities 

Ships at the port of Antwerp must use a port reception facility registered by OVAM and 

licensed by the Port Authority to dispose of their waste.  

A port reception facility can therefore only receive waste from ships if:  

- it is registered by OVAM as a collector, trader and broker of waste materials and only 

uses transporters of waste materials registered with OVAM;  

- a written permission (for the period until 31 March 2022) or a licence (for the period 

starting 1 July 2022) is granted by the Port Authority. The written permission or licence 

shall be valid for one or more MARPOL Annexes. A port reception facility can only 

receive waste for the MARPOL Annex for which it is authorised or licensed. The 

authorisation or licence may be suspended or revoked if the conditions for the 

authorisation or licence are no longer being met. The conditions and procedure for 

obtaining a permit are described in the Waste Shipment Regulations. These 

regulations can be consulted on the Port Authority's website. 

The port reception facility must always comply with the port regulations and the regulations 

regarding the registration, collection and processing of waste and cargo residues. 

The port reception facility must immediately inform the harbourmaster's office of any 

contamination resulting from the collection or transport of the waste. In the event of 

calamities, the port reception facility shall immediately take all necessary measures to 

prevent the pollution of groundwater and/or surface water. 

The port reception facility must inform the Port Authority of the quantities of waste collected 

per seagoing vessel by means of an electronic declaration. This declaration must be made 

via the AFVALOPHALING web application that the Port Authority uses. 

The operator of the port reception facility shall ensure that all personnel receive the 

necessary training to acquire knowledge indispensable for the performance of their duties 

in the field of waste management, with particular regard to health and safety aspects 

related to the handling of hazardous substances. The operator of the port reception facility 

shall also ensure that training requirements are regularly updated to meet the challenges 

of technological innovation. 
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5.3. Overview of the port reception facilities 

The list of current port reception facilities can be consulted via www.portofantwerp.com.  

 

5.4. Procedures for the collection of waste and cargo residues 

5.4.1. Ship's responsibilities 

The captain of a ship calling at the port shall, before leaving the port, deliver all its waste 

carried on board to a port reception facility registered and authorised for this purpose. The 

captain or their representative shall contact a port reception facility themselves. The 

collection must be requested from the chosen port reception facility at least 24 hours 

before the desired collection time. At the time of request, the captain or their agent shall 

provide details of the quantities and types of waste to be delivered. A captain may refrain 

from delivering the waste, or deliver only part of it, solely where:  

- the next port of call is known, 

and 

- sufficient dedicated storage capacity is available on board for waste that is 

already on board and will be generated during the intended voyage of the ship to 

the next port of call for delivery. If adequate reception facilities are not available 

at the next port of call, this point cannot be invoked.  

The waste should be delivered separated by the ship in accordance with the provisions of 

Chapter 6 of this waste management plan. 

The operator, agent or captain of a vessel falling under the scope of the decree of 16 June 

2006 concerning the guidance of shipping on the maritime access routes and the 

organisation of the Maritime Rescue and Coordination Centre must report the information 

from the waste delivery receipt to the Port Authority before departure or as soon as the 

waste delivery receipt is received. 

 

5.4.2. Responsibilities of port reception facilities 

The port reception facility is responsible for the fast and responsible collection of the waste 

and/or cargo residues on board the ship and, in doing so, takes into account the applicable 

provisions of the waste legislation and port regulations. 

The port reception facility is also responsible for the immediate removal of the collection 

container (e.g. waste container) after the ship departs. 

After collection, the port reception facility will provide the captain of the ship with the 

identification form in accordance with Article 6.1.1.2 of the VLAREMA. The port reception 

facility will report the quantities collected to the Port Authority through the AFVALOPHALING 

web application within the period mentioned in the regulations on waste at sea. A copy of 

the signed identification form will also be attached to the notification in the web application. 

The Port Authority will then provide, without undue delay, the waste receipt, drawn up in 

http://www.portofantwerp.com/
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accordance with the provisions of Article 5.2.10.7 §2 (see Annex 2), to the captain of the 

ship. 

Port reception facilities must comply with the following stipulations upon collection: 

In accordance with Article 4.3.4 of the VLAREMA, waste that is presented separately must 

be kept separately during collection or retrieval. 

In the event that quantities of waste presented are refused by the port reception facility, 

for whatever reason, the port reception facility will immediately inform OVAM, the Port 

Authority and the Shipping Inspection Division.  

In accordance with Article 7.2.1.2. and 7.2.3.1 of the VLAREMA, every mobile and fixed port 

reception facility must keep a waste register.  

5.4.3. Port Authority's responsibilities 

The Port Authority shall ensure the availability of port reception facilities that are sufficient 

for the needs of the ships that usually call at the port, without causing unnecessary delay 

to the ships. 

The Port Authority shall check the notifications submitted by the captain, shipowner or 

shipping agent. The Port Authority shall grant access to this data to the Shipping Inspection 

Division and the OVAM. 

The Port Authority shall provide a web application in which the port reception facility reports 

the quantities of waste collected. This electronic port information system shall also serve 

as a basis for the granting of financial compensation. 

After the details have been reported by the port reception facility in the web application, 

the Port Authority shall deliver the waste receipt, as stipulated in Annex 5.2.10.B of the 

VLAREMA, to the ship without unnecessary delay. In accordance with Article 5.2.10.7 §2 of 

VLAREMA, this information shall be reported electronically by the Port Authority via the 

Belgian central management system and SafeSeaBEL in the information, monitoring and 

enforcement system made available by the European Commission for this purpose. 

5.5. Waste and cargo residue processing methods 

Port reception facilities must process (or have processed) the waste collected at Flemish 

seaports in accordance with the Materials Decree and the Flemish regulation on 

sustainable management of material cycles and waste materials (VLAREMA). In particular, 

reference is made to sections 4.4 (general rules for processing waste) and 4.5 (ban on 

dumping and incineration) of the VLAREMA. 
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5.6. Capacity requirement for port reception facilities 

The following tables summarise the quantities collected of the various types of waste over 

the period 2018-2020. 

It should be noted that scrubber waste was reported by port reception facilities under 

MARPOL Annex I instead of MARPOL Annex VI in the past. The volumes collected under 

‘scrubber waste‘ are therefore not representative. 
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5.7. Assessment of adequacy of port reception facilities 

The application of the directive on port reception facilities at the port of Antwerp is based 

on the free market principle. This means that every registered collector, broker and/or 

trader of waste materials can, in principle, function as a port reception facility. In order to 

become a port reception facility, a permission or a licence from the Port Authority is needed. 

Despite the increasing volumes and quantities delivered, the port of Antwerp has never 

received a justified complaint concerning the alleged inadequacy of port reception facilities 

for the waste flows that the port normally receives. 

Taking into account expectations for the future and the fact that, in the highly industrialised 

region that is Flanders, there are quite a few registered and specialist waste collectors 

active, it can be concluded that at present there are sufficient port reception facilities for 

collecting waste at the port of Antwerp. 

There are sufficient specialist port reception facilities for the receipt and handling of 

substances requiring pre-wash of the MARPOL Annex II categories. However, due to the 

specific requirements for processing, an exceptional bottleneck was identified for one 

product (MDI): limited available specialist processing capacity. In consultation with the 

sector and the parties involved, further structural solutions will be sought in the short term 

to guarantee adequate service provision for this product as well. If additional bottlenecks 

should be identified in the future, the Port Authority will take action to find a structural 

solution along with the parties concerned. 
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6. OBLIGATIONS OF THE SHIP 

6.1. Obligation to ensure separated disposal of hazardous waste 

as listed in Annex V to the MARPOL Convention 

Waste, not being cargo residues, belonging to MARPOL Annex V, that is considered 

hazardous in accordance with the provisions of the VLAREMA, shall be presented to the 

port reception facility separated from the non-hazardous waste. Hazardous waste means 

waste marked with an asterisk in the list (Eural) of Annex 2.1 of VLAREMA. This includes 

the following types of goods: 

- medicines 

- oily rags 

- pyrotechnics 

- fire extinguishers  

- coolant 

- propeller shaft lubricant 

- solvents 

- fluorescent lamps and waste containing mercury 

- paints, ink, glue, resin 

- batteries 

- drums containing oil 

The port reception facility shall decide which mode is to be used to collect the waste based 

on the quantities to be delivered, the type of waste and any terminal restrictions. If 

hazardous waste is to be delivered, the request for collection must indicate to the port 

reception facility what hazardous waste the ship intends to deliver.  

The following (hazardous) waste may not be transported in a disposal container: 

• waste from fumigation 

• asbestos (bound or unbound) 

• pressurised gas cylinders / fire extinguishers 

• pharmaceutical products 

• medical waste (needles, syringes, etc.) 

• nuclear waste / nuclear antennas 

• expired pyrotechnics (hand flares, smoke signals, man overboard signals, etc.) 

• flammable liquids (paint solvent, etc.) 

• other hazardous fluids: paints, acids, bases, etc. 

• lead-acid batteries, lithium batteries 

• fire extinguishers containing compressed or liquefied gas (UN1044) 

 

Consequently, this waste can only be collected by truck or inland navigation ship.  
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The following waste materials may only be transported in a sales container if they are in 

leak-proof packaging. 

• non-hazardous liquids, such as water-based paint waste and oil used for cooking 

• oily rags, filters and other solid oil waste 

• empty paint cans 

• alkaline batteries 

• refrigerators/freezers containing chlorofluorocarbons 

• fluorescent lamps 

This waste must therefore be presented in a leak-proof disposal container. 

 

6.2. Obligation to deliver explosive substances separately 

Waste that is explosive, including pyrotechnics, must be presented separately from other 

waste to the port reception facility. In addition, the pyrotechnics or other explosive waste 

must be rendered inoperable. 

Preferably, pyrotechnics are handed over to the supplier upon replacement of the expired 

pyrotechnics. 

If it is established that the explosive waste is not being presented separately, the port 

reception facility may refuse to accept the waste. The port reception facility may, if no other 

waste has been delivered, charge for the costs incurred to arrive on site. 

Pyrotechnics may not be transported by disposal container. Consequently, explosive 

substances can only be collected by truck or inland navigation ship.  

If the port reception facility or the sorting centre discovers after collection that explosive 

waste presented has not been separated, an additional charge may be imposed by the port 

reception facility. 

 

6.3. Obligation to deliver medicines separately  

Medicines must be presented separately from other waste at the port reception facility. 

If it is established that the medicines are not being presented separately, the port reception 

facility may refuse to accept the waste. The port reception facility may, if no other waste 

has been delivered, charge the costs incurred to arrive on site. 
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6.4. Obligation to pack waste appropriately 

Hazardous waste must be presented in packaging that is suitable for the type of waste 

being delivered. The packaging must comply with the ADN-ADR regulations. Hazardous 

substances will preferably be stored in their original packaging. 

The packaging must be in proper condition, leak-proof, well-sealed and clean on the 

outside.  

The packaging must bear the name of the waste and the correct hazard labels in 

accordance with the CLP Regulation 1272/2008 on the classification, labelling and 

packaging of substances and mixtures. This involves removing old labels from past content 

or making them illegible. 

 

If the hazardous waste is not correctly packed in accordance with the above provisions, the 

port reception facility will charge the costs of delivering the appropriate packaging material, 

including any additional handling, directly to the port user.  

 

6.5. Charging extra costs 

Port reception facilities may charge the port user for certain extra costs they incur in 

connection with a waste collection. These extra costs are mentioned in the general 

conditions of the contracts concluded between the port reception facility and the port user 

and relate, among other things, to: 

• costs incurred for overcharged containers 

• waiting times if: 

o they need to wait longer than 15 minutes to pick up a disposal container 

o activities cannot be commenced within half an hour of the agreed time 

window in the event of collection by inland navigation ship or truck. 

Under no circumstances may additional costs be charged on the basis of the volume of 

garbage delivered, except where the delivery is not covered by the indirect funding system. 

A list of the cases in which indirect funding is not applicable can be found in Article 7.6. 

 

6.6. Waste collection request 

If a ship wishes to deliver waste, the waste collection must be requested from the chosen 

port reception facility at least 24 hours before the desired collection time.  
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7. COST RECOVERY SYSTEM 

7.1. Principle: 

Cost recovery system applicable between 1 January 2022 and 31 March 2022: 

Regardless of the actual use of the port reception facilities, the seagoing vessel shall pay 

a fee calculated on the basis of the average costs, which corresponds to at least one third 

of these.  

The proportion of the costs not covered by the fee shall be covered on the basis of the types 

and quantities of waste actually delivered by the ship. 

Cost recovery system applicable from 1 July 2022: 

As from 1 July 2022, in accordance with Article 5.2.10.8 §2 of the VLAREMA, garbage, with 

the exception of cargo residues, will be covered completely by indirect funding. This means 

that the waste fee levied must cover the full cost of delivering ship's waste, without any 

additional costs based on the volume of waste delivered, except where the volume of waste 

delivered exceeds the maximum storage capacity specifically designated for this purpose 

as stated in the advance waste notification form included in Annex 1 of the waste 

management plan. Passively collected waste is also covered by this scheme, including the 

right of delivery. For waste belonging to MARPOL Annex I, the arrangement remains 

unchanged. This means that the MARPOL Annex I fee still amounts to at least 30% of the 

average total direct cost of the actual waste disposal.  

If no advance waste notification is given by the captain of the ship, a maximum storage 

capacity of ‘0’ is taken. In this case, the cost of any waste delivery, on top of the indirect 

waste fee, will be charged directly to the ship by the port reception facility. 

The Port Authority may request the ship's Waste management plan at any time in order to 

verify the specific storage capacity of the ship's waste. 

The average cost at the port of Antwerp is calculated by multiplying the total amount of 

waste collected by the average price of collection and processing (of MARPOL Annex I and 

V) and then dividing it by the total number of calls. The waste fee is recalculated at least 

once per calendar year and submitted to OVAM for written approval. The Port Authority also 

evaluates the ship’s delivery behaviour. The Port Authority manages the fund that is built 

up from the collected waste fees. After deduction of a fixed annual administrative 

management contribution or other costs provided for by the Directive, the Port Authority 

cannot make any use of the reserves other than to mitigate the waste disposal costs of the 

contributing seagoing vessels. The accumulated reserves in the waste fund can therefore 

in no way be considered profit for the Port Authority. 
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7.2. Waste fee 

The obligatory indirect waste fee, with a maximum ceiling, is divided into a fixed and a 

variable fee. The variable fee is obtained by multiplying the seagoing vessel's GT by a set 

tariff.  

In accordance with Article 5.2.10.8 §4 of the VLAREMA, the Port Authority may decide to 

differentiate the waste fee based on the following elements: 

1°  the category, type and size of the ship; 

2°  the provision of services to ships outside normal working hours in the port; 

3°  the hazardous nature of the waste. 

 

If the waste collection takes place outside normal working hours, the port reception facility 

may charge an extra cost as included in the general conditions of the port reception facility. 

If an extra cost is charged, it must be in line with market rates. 

If a ship delivers hazardous garbage (see article 6), the indirect fee is increased. The 

additional fee for hazardous ship's garbage will consist of a fixed and a variable fee. If the 

hazardous ship's garbage is delivered separated, as described in Articles 6.1, 6.2 and 6.3, 

a lower additional fee will apply for hazardous ship's garbage. 

In accordance with Article 5.2.10.8 §5 of the VLAREMA, as of July 1, 2022, the waste fees 

will be reduced in the following cases: 

- seagoing vessels used for short-sea shipping; 

- seagoing vessels that produce limited quantities of waste (such as ships using 

alternative fuels) and manage their waste in a sustainable and environmentally 

friendly manner. The specific criteria will be laid down by means of an implementing 

act adopted by the European Commission.  

 

The current waste fees can be consulted in the tariff regulations for seagoing vessels, which 

are available on the Port Authority's website. 
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7.3. Ships not required to pay a waste fee 

Ships falling outside the scope of Directive 2019/883/EU: 

- warships, naval auxiliaries and other government-owned or operated vessels that are 

being used, at that time, solely on a non-commercial basis by the government; 

- Ships providing port services within the meaning of Article 1(2) of Regulation (EU) 

2017/352 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 February 2017 

establishing a framework for the provision of port services and common rules on port 

transparency; 

Other ships: 

- any vessel without its own means of propulsion and without a fixed mechanical 

installation, such as an (empty) pontoon; 

- vessels that have an exemption from the OVAM (see also 7.4. in this plan). 

 

7.4. Procedure for exemption from the duty to notify, deliver 

and pay the waste fee 

7.4.1. The legislative framework 

In accordance with Article 9 of the Directive (EU) 2019/883 on Port Reception Facilities for 

the Delivery of Waste from Ships and Article 5.2.10.9 of the VLAREMA, a ship may be 

exempted from the following obligations: 

- the obligation to notify (art 5.2.10.6 of the VLAREMA); 

- the mandatory delivery of waste (art 5.2.10.7 §1);  

- the payment of the mandatory waste fee (art 5.2.10.8). 

 

To qualify for an exemption, it must be demonstrated that the conditions of Article 5.2.10.9 

§1 are met: 

- The ship must be on a fixed schedule with frequent and regular calls; 

- There must be sufficient evidence that an arrangement has been made to ensure 

that the waste is delivered and the fees are paid at a port along the ship's route, 

which; 

-   a) is evidenced by a signed agreement with a port or waste 

management company, and by waste receipts; 

-   b) has been notified to all ports along the ship's route, 

-   c) has been accepted by the port where the delivery and payment take 

place, which may be a port in the European Union or another port where adequate 

facilities are available, as determined by using the information reported 

electronically in the information, monitoring and enforcement system made 

available for this purpose by the European Commission and in GISIS;  
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- The exemption does not adversely affect maritime safety, health, life or working 

conditions on board or the marine environment. 

 

7.4.2. Application at the Flemish ports 

In Flemish ports, an individual ship can request an exemption for the calls at a specific port 

for the three obligations in 5.2.10.9 §1 if the following conditions are met at the same time: 

- On a fixed schedule with frequent and regular calls;  

This means that the ship should have a planned/published schedule (list of 

ETDs and ETAs) between predetermined ports or the ship should be on a 

periodic-recurring and recognisable sailing schedule.  

- Regular means repeated journeys in a constant pattern.  

Frequent port calls means that the vessel must call at least once every two 

weeks at the port for which the exemption is requested and the port where the 

waste is delivered. 

- The sailing schedule must be guaranteed for at least 4 months. 

- The arrangement for the delivery of waste must be adequately demonstrated. 

This can be done in one of the following ways: 

• providing evidence that, for each type of waste, one or more contracts have 

been signed with a port or a registered waste carrier at the port to which 

the waste will be delivered, along with the frequency with which the waste 

will be delivered; 

• providing receipts and other evidence that the contract or arrangement is 

active; 

• providing evidence that these arrangements are acceptable to the port 

receiving the waste, the port(s) to which an exemption applies and other 

ports along the route.  

Exemptions based on the guidelines from the European Commission can also be granted 

by OVAM.  

7.4.3. Application for exemption 

In order to obtain an exemption for one particular ship at one particular Flemish seaport, 

an application file must be submitted to OVAM via the web application provided for this 

purpose  “https://services.ovam.be/scheepvaart/”. In addition to the individual 

details of the ship, at least the following documents must be uploaded:  

1. Evidence that the ship is calling at a port frequently and regularly, according to a 

schedule.  

In Flanders “frequent and regular” means that the ship calls at the port every two 

weeks for at least four consecutive months. Moreover, the exemption shall apply 

only for the period of the specified schedule. This evidence can be provided by: 

- an overview of the schedule as applied to the ship;  

- a declaration by the shipowner or agency that the ship is calling frequently 

and regularly, stating the date from which this criterion is fulfilled; 

https://services.ovam.be/scheepvaart/s/home
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- for dredgers: a statement indicating the location and duration of the 

dredging project; 

 

2. Evidence that an arrangement has been made to deliver the waste: demonstrating, 

by means of a contract and/or a list of delivery notes, that the delivery of the ship-

generated waste (both for MARPOL Annex I and V) has been provided for at a 

Flemish port or at another EU/EEA/HELCOM port. Such evidence must be valid for 

the entire period covered by the specified schedule.  

 

3. Evidence of an arrangement for the payment of fees at an EU/EEA/HELCOM port 

along the ship's route. 

The requirements for the documents to be uploaded may change based on the guidelines 

issued by the European Commission. An overview of the procedure for exemptions from 

ship-generated waste and FAQs can be found on the website of OVAM (www.ovam.be). 

An exemption granted may run from the date of receipt of a completed application until the 

end of the specified schedule (with a maximum of 5 years).  

An exemption granted can be revoked by OVAM if, due to changes to the ship's route or to 

the arrangements for the delivery of the waste, the conditions are no longer being met.  

 

7.5. Procedure for applying for a reduced fee for 

environmentally friendly ships 

Ships that do not produce sludge, such as ships that run exclusively on LNG, can benefit 

from a reduction in the waste fee in accordance with Article 8.5.a and b. of Directive (EU) 

2019/883 and Article 5.2.10.8. §5 of the VLAREMA.  

This reduction results in a discount on the waste fee, to be determined annually. If an 

invoice was drawn up before the Port Authority was informed of the reduction, it will be 

credited taking into account the effective date of the reduction. 

Ships that believe they are eligible for a reduction can submit an application to OVAM via 

the digital counter https://services.ovam.be/scheepvaart/. 

The application must be accompanied by at least the following supporting documents: 

- formal application for reduction of waste fee; 

- name and IMO number of the ship concerned; 

- conclusive proof that the ship concerned is not producing sludges and a copy of the 

International Oil Pollution Prevention Certificate (IOPP), including the supplement; 

 

If OVAM grants a reduction to a ship, the ship can use it at the seaports of Antwerp, 

Zeebrugge and Ghent. 

 

https://services.ovam.be/scheepvaart/
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The implementing act that will be drawn up by the European Commission to  

define the criteria for determining whether a ship complies with the waste generation and 

management criteria has not yet been published. Once these specific criteria have been 

decided, the application procedure will be reviewed. 

 

7.6. Management of the waste fees by the Port Authority  

The Port Authority manages the waste fees that ships pay as part of the waste fee obligation 

at the port of Antwerp. In accordance with Article 5.2.10.8. of the VLAREMA, Article 41 of 

the decree on the sustainable management of material cycles and waste materials and 

Article 8 of EU Directive 2019/883, the waste fees are used as financial compensation for 

the cost of using the port reception facilities at the port of Antwerp. This cost shall be paid 

by the ship directly to the port reception facility, on the basis of the quantities and type of 

waste actually delivered. From 1 July 2022, the waste fee levied will cover the entire cost 

of delivering ship's garbage, without any additional charges based on the volume of 

garbage delivered, except in the following cases: 

• where the volume of waste issued exceeds the maximum dedicated storage 

capacity as stated in the advance waste notification form included in annex 1 of 

the waste management plan; 

• deliveries from the 6th day of a ship's stay at the port; 

• delivery of cargo residues; 

• where the waste does not arise from normal operation of the ship; 

• if waste disposal is combined with the delivery of provisions, the additional cost of 

collection per inland navigation ship will be charged directly to the ship; 

• where the officials responsible for shipping control oblige ships to dispose of their 

waste;  

• if the ship has not paid any waste fee; 

• where there are more than 2 deliveries per call; 

• waste from fumigation; 

• waste containing asbestos. 

 

In the above cases, the costs of delivery shall be charged directly to the ship by the port 

reception facility. Costs related to the provision of services other than the reception, 

transport and processing of waste are not covered by the waste fee either. These include 

the identification and reconditioning of specific waste and the provision of packaging 

materials used to deliver specific waste. 

The Port Authority will evaluate ship's delivery behaviour and strive for the greatest possible 

delivery of waste ashore. At least once every calendar year, the Port Authority will submit 

the tariffs for the financial contribution for oily waste and the amount to cover the 

administrative costs for the management of the waste fees to OVAM for approval. 

The financial contribution for oily waste (MARPOL Annex I) to the ship via the port reception 

facility consists of a fixed and a variable contribution.  

The fixed contribution for oily waste will be given a maximum of 1 time per call. 
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Where oily waste is collected by a double-hulled collection vessel, an increased fixed 

contribution is granted. Single-hulled collection vessels are only permitted if the ship's GT 

is less than or equal to 150GT. 

An application for a double-hulled collection vessel must be submitted to OVAM. 

The variable contribution for oily waste is calculated on the basis of a tariff per m³ of waste 

delivered that is indicated as oily waste originating from the engine room, MARPOL Annex 

I. 

Only ships that pay a waste fee can receive a financial contribution for waste collection. 

 

The Port Authority limits the variable contribution for oily waste where more is collected 

than the storage capacity of the waste tanks stated in the International Oil Pollution 

Prevention Certificate (IOPP) allows for.  

The Port Authority will grant no financial contribution for oily waste in each of the following 

situations: 

- where the officials responsible for shipping control oblige ships to dispose of their 

waste;  

- for ballast water and washing water from the cleaning of cargo holds and tanks; 

- deliveries taking place from the 6th day of a ship's stay at the port. 

If the Port Authority requests additional information, the port reception facility is obliged to 

provide this. 

 

In order to be able to claim a full or partial financial contribution, the port reception facility 

must comply with the following conditions that are included in the Sea Shipping Waste 

Regulation (non-exhaustive):  

- have a licence issued by the Port Authority; 

- all the data on the collection and processing of waste, including that for which no 

contribution is provided, is supplied electronically to the Port Authority via the web 

application AFVALOPHALING. Depending on the waste, data is reported in m3 and/or 

kg; 

- maintain open accounting for the Port Authority; 

- the waste collector must always submit an invoice to the user for the full amount, i.e. 

the total amount of the fee plus the sum of the costs not covered by the indirect 

financing system. The invoice must state the amount of the financial contribution and 

that the Port Authority is acting as a ‘third-party payer’ for this proportion; 

- after the Port Authority has approved the delivery notification, the financial 

contribution will be paid directly to the port reception facility. 
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Overview of waste for full or partial financial contribution to waste collection 

MARPOL Type of waste 
Financial contribution for 

the waste collection 

Annex I   

 oily bilge water  Yes 

 
 

 

 oily residues (sludge) incl used engine oil Yes 

 oily tank washings (slops) No 

 oily (dirty) ballast water No 

 scale and sludge from tank cleaning No 

 
 

 

 other waste oils ex. off spec fuel No 

Annex II 

Liquid Substances which, if discharged into the sea 

from tank cleaning or deballasting operations, are 

deemed to present a major hazard to either marine 

resources or human health. No 

 

noxious liquid substances 

 

Noxious Liquid Substances which, if discharged into 

the sea from tank cleaning or deballasting operations, 

are deemed to present a hazard to either marine 

resources or human health or cause harm to amenities 

or other legitimate uses of the sea  No 

noxious liquid substances 

 

Noxious Liquid Substances which, if discharged into 

the sea from tank cleaning or deballasting operations, 

are deemed to present a minor hazard to either marine 

resources or human health. No 

 

other MARPOL Annex II  residues: substances which 

have been evaluated and found to fall outside 

Category X, Y or Z because they are considered to 

present no harm to marine resources, human health, 

amenities or other legitimate uses of the sea when 

discharged into the sea from tank cleaning of 

deballasting operations. The discharge of bilge or 

ballast water or other residues or mixtures containing 

these substances are not subject to any requirements 

of MARPOL Annex II. No 

Annex IV sewage  No 

Annex V 

 

A.Plastics  

 

Yes 

B.food waste Yes 
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C.Domestic waste (paper products, rags, glass, bottles, 

metal, crockery, medicines…) Yes 

D. cooking oil Yes 

E. incinerator ash Yes 

F. Operational waste (metal, steal, car tires, wood, 

expired pyrotechnics, oily rags, paint, glue, cans, 

batteries, inkt cartridges, fire extinguishers, solvents, 

oily drums, coolant, TL lamps and mercury containing 

waste, propeller shaft grease…) 

Yes 

F. Waste containing asbestos, fumigation waste No 

G. animal carcasses Yes 

H. fishing gear Yes 

I. E-waste (washing machines, electric stoves, laptops, 

printers, camera’s, vacuum cleaner, electric tools, 

medical equipment, TL lamps…) 

Yes 

J. Residues harmful to the marine environment No 

K. Residues not harmful to the marine environment  No 

Annex VI 
ozone depleting substances and equipment containing 

such substances No 

 exhaust gas-cleaning residues  
No 
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8. CONSULTATION PROCEDURES  

Since the port companies are responsible for drawing up and implementing the waste 

management plans, the representatives of the Flemish seaports hold regular consultations 

with representatives of OVAM, the representatives of the port reception facility sector 

(DENUO) and with the civil servants in charge of shipping traffic control. The purpose of 

these consultations is to exchange data on the procedures in the waste management plan 

on a port-by-port basis, compare the data on the quantities collected at each port and 

evaluate the cost recovery system on a port-by-port basis.  

If necessary, these consultations may lead to amendments of the waste management plan. 

For new proposals involving changes to the waste management plan or its implementation, 

the meetings are joined, depending on the subject, by representatives of the associations 

of shipping agents at the respective ports, and/or representatives of the terminal 

operators. Substantial amendments to the waste management plan, in particular to the 

articles relating to port reception facilities, advance waste notification and waste delivery 

from ships, are always made after notification from the representatives of the shipping 

companies and the terminal operators. 

Consultation between the Port Authority, OVAM and representatives of the port reception 

facilities takes place at least 3 times a year. Once a year, this consultation is joined by 

representatives of the shipping companies and the terminal operators. 

   



    Waste management plan for the port of Antwerp        1 January 2022 – 31 December 2026 

 

 

 

 
35    

9. ENFORCEMENT 

Federal: 

The civil servants in charge of shipping inspection may inspect any ship to check whether 

it complies with the provisions of the Royal Decree of 4 June 2021 on waste from ships, 

amending the Royal Decree of 15 July 2020 on environmentally friendly shipping (Art. 

7.1.7).  

If the civil servants in charge of shipping inspection are not satisfied with the results of the 

inspection, they may prohibit the ship from leaving the port until it has delivered its waste 

to a port reception facility in accordance with Article 7.1.5. of the Royal Decree of 4 June 

2021, without prejudice to the application of other sanctions (art 7.1.8§4). 

Regional: 

Chapter 5, subsection 5.2.10. of the VLAREMA contains all the provisions transposing the 

regional competences of Directive (EU) 2019/883 into Flemish legislation. 

OVAM, as the supervisory authority, is competent to enforce these provisions on waste. The 

Enforcement Division of the Flemish Government's Environment Department is the 

competent authority for: 

- Carrying out inspections and taking (remedial) action where necessary on 

regulations relating to the environment, town planning and immovable heritage; 

- Administrative sanctioning by imposing fines; 

- Advising the Minister on appeals against administrative measures and 

applications for remission of penalty payments; 

- Application of the Environmental Damage Decree; 

- Environmental crisis management. 
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10. REPORTS OF INADEQUACIES OR 

COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE 

For complaints regarding an alleged inadequacy at a port reception facility, the form in Annex 

3 of this plan may be used.  

The form has been drawn up in accordance with the model in Appendix 1 (“Format for 

reporting alleged inadequacies of port reception facilities”) of the ‘Consolidated guidance 

for port reception facility providers and users’ (IMO MEPC.1/Circ.834/Rev.1). 

The captain of a ship that encounters difficulties in delivering ship-generated waste must 

submit the completed form, along with all supporting evidence, to:  

 

Port State Control in Belgium: And to: 

 

SPF Mobility and Transport 

Directoraat-generaal Maritiem Vervoer 

Directie Scheepvaartcontrole  

dienst gevaarlijke goederen 

 

Franklinbuilding 

Posthoflei 5 

B-2600 Antwerpen 

 

tel.: +32 3 229 00 30 

e-mail: sc.antwerpen@mobilit.fgov.be 

 

 

 

Port of Antwerp 

Mr. Jacques Vandermeiren 

CEO 

Zaha Hadidplein 1 

B-2030 Antwerpen 

Tel:+32  (0)3 205 20 11 

E-mail: info@portofantwerp.com 

 

 

It is desirable for a complaint to be submitted to the Port Authority as soon as possible.  

The Port Authority will inform the person lodging the complaint in writing, stating the 

reasons, of the findings of the investigation carried out in response to the complaint, as 

well as any conclusions drawn from them. 

The Port Authority will inform OVAM. 
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11. RESPONSIBILITIES 

11.1. Harbourmaster's office 24-hour contact 

 

Port Authority Supervisor (PAS)  
Tel +32 229 67 33 

PAS@portofantwerp.com 

 

 

11.2. Person responsible for the implementation of the plan 

 

Tom Lievens, manager Port Dues 

tel.  +32 3 229 6495 

e-mail: portdues@portofantwerp.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:PAS@portofantwerp.com
mailto:havenrechten@portofantwerp.com
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12. ANNEXES 

Annex 1 – advance waste notification for waste delivery to port reception facilities 

Annex 2 – waste delivery receipt 

Annex 3 – model notification form for reporting inadequacies at a port reception facility

 

 

 


